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ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF WILLAGEE 
Declared Vacant — Motion 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.02 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That the seat for the electoral district of Willagee be and is hereby declared vacant by reason of the 
resignation of Alan John Carpenter. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [2.03 pm]: Mr Speaker, I have said things in the 
media about the record of the former member for Willagee, Alan Carpenter, and I have said things to the state 
Parliamentary Labor Party, but I would just like to place on the record our appreciation for his contribution to the 
Labor Party, to public life and to the people of Western Australia. As education minister he was responsible 
virtually single-handedly for raising the school leaving age, he was responsible for a huge boost to computer 
numbers in schools and a better way of providing computer services in schools, and he was responsible for 
thousands of extra teachers and education assistants in classrooms. As Minister for State Development, he 
negotiated an end to concessional iron ore royalties for new projects under state agreement acts. Regrettably the 
current government has not concluded the final stages of that agreement making, and so perhaps that major 
benefit to the finances of the state will not be delivered as he intended it to be. However, more importantly, he 
presided over the Pluto project—an $11 billion project. Don Voelte, the head of Woodside, described our 
approvals process for that Pluto project as world class.  

Point of Order 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Speaker, the question before the house is simply to declare the seat vacant. The 
member who has left us had an opportunity to make a valedictory speech if he wished to. I do not think it is the 
responsibility of this Parliament to allow the Leader of the Opposition to give a valedictory speech in his 
absence. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker — 

The SPEAKER: Before you respond to the point of order, I shall respond to the Leader of the House. I am 
going to give the Leader of the Opposition the opportunity to speak; I am sure he is not making a valedictory 
speech and that he will conclude his remarks very shortly. I give the call to the Leader of the Opposition.  

Debate Resumed 
Mr E.S. RIPPER: I thank Mr Speaker for that indulgence. I do hope that the house has the grace to accept a few 
positive remarks. I did not intend to make a long or, indeed, excessively partisan speech, but I do want to place 
on record my appreciation and that of the Labor Party for the work of Alan Carpenter, former MLA. As Premier, 
he presided over record growth in the state’s economy, record employment figures, a record low unemployment 
rate, and record investment in the state’s future. He was responsible for a huge infrastructure program—Building 
Western Australia—which was a visionary program for the future of the state. Additionally, he tackled the issue 
of child protection services by pouring 500 additional staff and hundreds of millions of dollars into child 
protection services. He also had to make some necessary, but very tough, decisions to uphold standards in our 
public life. Those decisions that he made, which were very tough decisions both inside the Labor Party and 
publicly, will stand our public life in very good stead for the future. Finally, when I was the minister responsible 
for native title, Alan Carpenter was always a very strong supporter of Indigenous rights and a very strong backer 
of mine in that important role that I had in the previous government. I place on record our appreciation and our 
thanks to Alan Carpenter for his contribution to the state, and our best wishes for his life post politics. 

Question put and passed. 

By-election — Statement by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): Members, following the passing of the motion moved by the Premier, 
I advise that it is my intention to issue a writ directing the Electoral Commissioner to conduct a by-election for 
the Willagee electoral district on 28 November 2009. 
 


